The most famous Red Indian of them all

The File on Karl May
No German writer has probably been read by more people than Karl
May, and to this day he remains one of Germany’s favourite writers of
books for young people. In an easy-to-follow manner Nina Schindler
traces Karl May’s development. She tells us what made him think of
becoming a writer in the first place, and what was the secret of his
success.
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He came from very humble origins, but his head was full of ideas. Since
he was a good pupil he could work his way up to becoming an assistant
teacher, a poorly paid job for all that. But young Karl had set his sights
higher, and wanted to taste life in all its glory. He embarked on a course
of small-scale cheating which ultimately did him little good - it earned him
spell in prison. But such a little mishap wouldn’t make Karl give up.
Nothing daunted, he kept on dreaming of distant lands and a life of
adventure. He put pen to paper and soon found out that people lapped
up the kind of yarn he kept turning out. He became a writer, and, what’s
more, a successful one. Maybe one reason for his success was the fact
that he himself had lost track of the distinction between what was real
and what was only happening in his imagination. Nor did he really want
to make that distinction: Old Shatterhand, that was him, and so was Kara
Ben Nemsi! There were people reluctant to believe him, and they kept
giving him a hard time. But to millions of young readers, he was a hero.
And that certainly did him good, after all that he’d been through.
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