
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He took from the rich, i.e. the merchants of Hamburg and Bremen, and 
gave to the poor: The picture that tradition has handed down to us of 
Klaus Störtebeker, one of the great German pirates of the Middle Ages, 
is actually not too far from the historical truth.  
 
In 1435 the combined troops of the mighty Hanse towns conquered the 
last stronghold in East Frisia that was still in the hands of the 
"Likedeelers", the daring pirates led by Klaus Störtebeker. The Low 
German expression “Likedeelers“ points to the fact that they dealt out 
("deelers" = dealers) equal shares of the booty to themselves and the 
poor alike ("like"). Thus the Likedeelers were folk heroes to Northern 
Germany’s ordinary people, who hated Hamburg’s and Bremen’s 
merchants, growing richer and richer while many of the farmers and 
tradesmen didn’t know how to make ends meet. As a matter of fact it 
was the rich citizens of the Hanse towns themselves who had engaged 
the services of Störtebeker and his men in order to seize and rob the 
ships of their enemy, the Queen of Denmark. But once peace had been 
concluded with the Danes, the rich merchants had no more use for their 
former allies and thus turned them into enemies. When the Likedeelers’ 
last stronghold had been taken, Störtebeker and his men were put in 
chains, taken to Hamburg and publicly executed. But in the memory of 
the poor people they lived on... 
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